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Penn State Extension to host public meeting on spotted lanternfly Aug. 22 

 

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — Public officials, citizens and landscape professionals in the 

Pittsburgh region who want to learn more about the spotted lanternfly are invited to attend a 

public meeting hosted by Penn State Extension. The event is planned for 9:30 a.m., Aug. 22, at 

the North Park Lodge, 5000 North Ridge Dr., Allison Park. 

 

Participants will learn how to identify the spotted lanternfly and its lifecycle, its impact on local 

industry and communities, current quarantine areas in Pennsylvania, and ways to help stop the 

pest’s spread. 

 

Emelie Swackhamer, a horticulture extension educator based in Montgomery Country, will be 

the main presenter. She has been involved in spotted lanternfly education and outreach since the 

spotted lanternfly was first discovered in Berks County in 2014.  

 

The pest has since spread to 45 Pennsylvania counties and to surrounding states, including New 

York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware, Ohio, Virginia, Massachusetts, Indiana, West 

Virginia and Maryland.  

 

It has a broad host range, including fruit, ornamental and woody plants, and is a threat to the 

state’s agriculture, primarily viticulture. Its propensity for hitchhiking has warranted state 

quarantines that require any shipment and movement of goods, as well as conveyances, to be free 

of any life stage of the spotted lanternfly. 

 

Kristen Heinze, a plant inspector with the state Department of Agriculture, also will be in 

attendance. She will discuss the spotted lanternfly permit, which is required for businesses, 

agencies and organizations which move regulated articles (such as products, vehicles or other 

conveyances) within or out of the quarantine. 

 

The event is free to attend, but preregistration by Aug. 21 is required. To sign up, visit 

https://extension.psu.edu/slf-meeting. 

 

For more information about the spotted lanternfly, including a downloadable management guide, 

visit the Penn State Extension website at https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly. 
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EDITORS: Contact Val Sesler at vvs2@psu.edu. 
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